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CHINA 
Wang Yu 
Wang Yu, 45, from Ulanhot, Inner Mongolia, has becomed the “Emblem of China’s Human Rights Crackdown”. As a Chinese human rights lawyer, she is sadly known for being the first victim to be detained in the “709 Crackdown”, one of the harshest actions against the legal profession in China. 

Wang Yu began to practice as a lawyer in Beijing in May 2004, mainly working on commercial cases. Following the Tianjin railway incident on May 4, 2008, she got into an argument with rail employees when she was denied entry onto a train even though she had a ticket. Several unidentified men assaulted Wang Yu. She filed a complaint with the local police, but seven months later, she was charged with “intentional assault”. The police officer revenged and on December 9, 2008, instead of receiving a response to her complaint, Wang Yu was arrested.On November 24, 2010, after a questionable legal process, she was sentenced on appeal to 2 years and six months in prison by the Beijing Railway Transportation Court. While in prison, Wang Yu became aware of widespread torture and mistreatment of prisoners. Her lawyer’s license was also suspended afterwards and she was allowed to practice again in late 2012. She decided “to improve China's human rights system through the legal system and push for the rule of law." 

Between 2011 and 2015, she actively worked as a human rights lawyer, undertaking challenging legal cases involving clients who other lawyers feared to represent. Wang Yu represented numerous victims of human rights violations, in particular, members of vulnerable groups such as women, children, migrant workers, disabled people, and ethnic and religious minorities. She also represented human rights defenders and political dissidents. Among them: 

- Liu Ming, a visually impaired person, in a case known as the “Beijing First Case Regarding Discrimination against Disability in Employment” (Beijing, 2013-2014); 

- Falun Gong practitioners charged with “Sabotaging Legal Enforcement by Using Heretical Religion”. Defense of these every sensitive and politically charged cases certainly increased the risk that Wang Yu herself would be subject to police retaliation. On 22 April 2015, as she was representing Falun Gong member in Shenhe District Court, Wang Yu was violently dragged out of court after she protested to the judge because her female client was beaten. 

- Ilham Tohti, a Uyghur activist and economist sentenced to life imprisonment on separatism-related charges (Xinjiang, 2014); 

- Cao Shunli, a woman human rights activist, who after being abducted at the airport, was charged with “creating disturbance” and who eventually died in custody in 2014, reportedly following a lack of adequate medical treatment (Beijing, 2013-2014); 

- The “Five Feminists” who were charged in March 2015 with “picking quarrels and provoking troubles” as they planned a public awareness campaign against sexual harassment to coincide with International Women’s Day (Beijing, 2015). 

- Fan Mugen, an eviction protester, who was found guilty of “intentional injury” and sentenced to 8 years of imprisonment after he attacked members of a demolition gang who came to raze his home and who assaulted his family (Jiangsu, 2013-2015); 

- Wu Gan, a prominent cyber activist who worked for Wang’s law firm, the Beijing Fengrui Law Firm, charged with “picking quarrels and provoking trouble” and “inciting subversion of state power” after he supported harassed lawyers working on a death penalty case involving defendants who had been tortured to confess. 

Wang Yu cosigned statements and participated inactions urging increased protection for human rights; supporting lawyers and activists arbitrarily sanctioned, harassed or prosecute’requesting abolition of re-education through labor; and denouncing death penalty convictions. Moreover, Wang Yu also submitted legislative suggestions and petitions, co-signed open letters and participated in public discussions on many human rights issues, including discrimination against gender, children’s rights and protection of human rights lawyers. 

Because of her human rights activities, Wang Yu had been consistently harassed, threatened, assaulted by the police, and smeared in the state-run media. On June 2015, her imprisonment in 2008 became the basis for a smear campaign in Xinhua, when a published article portrayed Wang Yu as a violent and deceitful lawyer who had refused to pay the financial penalty for her actions. 

On July 9, 2015, early in the morning, the electricity and Internet were shut off at Wang Yu’s home, the front door was pried open, and she was taken away. She had just sent a text message to friends saying that her internet and electricity had been cut off and that people were trying to break into her home. She remained missing for a few days before her relatives knew she had effectively been arrested. The same day Bao Longjun, her husband and a trainee lawyer, and Bao Zhuoxuan, their 16-year-old son, were taken into custody at Beijing Capital Airport. Their son was handed over to his aunt and his passport was confiscated. He then went to two of his parents’friends with the intention to go to the United States via Thailand, but he was apprehended in Burma. He was heavily interrogated, and threatened. Today, the teenager is under house arrest at his grandparents’home in Mongolia. The neighbours’homes had been adopted for the 24-hour monitoring. 

Soon after Wang’s arrest, law firm staff and their relatives have been detained, arrested, held incommunicado, summoned, forbidden from leaving the country or otherwise have had their freedom temporarily restricted. Many of them worked at Wang’s law firm. The head of the firm, Zhou Shifeng, was among those targeted. Since her arrest, Wang Yu has been the focus of a ferocious attack in state media. An official newspaper of the Chinese Communist Party, The People’s Daily, accused the Fengrui Law Firm of being a criminal gang and part of a criminal operation to ‘undermine social stability’. 

Wang Yu and her husband were placed under “residential surveillance in a designated location”. Chinese regulations allow for secret detention in an undisclosed location for a period of up to six months. On January 9, 2015 at the end of the six-month period, Wang Yu, was formally charged with “subversion against the State”, and risks a maximum sentence of life imprisonment or not less than 10 years of fixed-term imprisonment. Her husband, Bao Longjun, was accused of incitation for the same crime. She is currently imprisoned at Tianjin No. 1 Detention Center. 

For more please click on (in English only): 
https://www.google.fr/search?q=Wang+Yu&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b&gfe_rd=cr&ei=xcRCV_rkGo6FaLCZkOAC#q=wang+yu+lawyer 

45 December 9, 2008 – June 2011 + July 9th 2015-On going… (Aggregate : 3 years and 5 months)
